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“Continued

Easter Workshop 2004

After diving the opportunity’for widerComment and feedback from
Community Companions it was-decided by the new Cammunity General Chapter
to hold next'year’'s Easter Workshop over the weekend after Easter. There
will stit5e the opportunity-togather on Holy Island, on Easter-Sunday;t™
April, but that the Easter Workshops-next year will“take place-in.other places
from Thursday or Friday-#5"716" to the 18" April. As'We go to press, we
are exploring-helding.simultaneous Workshops in Ireland, Manehester, and
Evesham or Wales . More details in January's CAIM, but book thexdates in
your diary now!

Heroes of Community Roy Searle

On a recent Community mission trip 1 had the opportunity to pass through Harrogate
and take a trip down memory lane. Armed with camera, | retraced places of
significance from my secondary school days, teenage years and my wedding. As |
drove down one of the streets in Harrogate, | passed the house of a couple who
twenty nine years ago had played a significant part in my earliest days of faith.

This couple, now in their eighties, welcomed me - a young and unchurched new
believer - and the rapidly burgeoning youth fellowship that grew amazingly in a matter
of months, into their home after the evening service every week. Simple, ordinary
folk, welcoming and hospitable, they served countless mugs of tea, coffee and orange
juice and allowed us, without leading or controlling, to share, pray, explore, laugh, cry,
agonise and say the most ridiculous things, take risks and make mistakes in the
exploring our new found faith. Their open home reflected their open hearts, which
gave expression to the love and care they poured out upon us.

I felt the impulse to stop and ring the doorbell and see if they were still there, only to
be welcomed with open arms and a recalling immediately of my name. Over some tea, [I
had become a ‘respectable’ adult, a status that conferred upon me a cup and not a
mug'] we shared memories and caught up on our respective stories.

I was deeply moved by their recalling our shared experiences of what was, in hindsight
a real move of the Holy Spirit among young people in the town. But it was the photos on
the mantelpiece, [me with a full head of curly hair and my beloved Shirley with very
long hair!] and the realisation that these folk had prayed for us through the years
since we last met that made the greatest impression.

As 1 reflected on this heartening incident 1 wondered about our life in Community.
Here we are in a season of transition with the history and story of the Community
being told and passed on to succeeding generations. The names of the Founders and
the Few trip off the lips of many as our story is told, as do those who have a more
public profile or who are well known either through our Mother House, their
involvement in mission or because of the 'seat’ they occupy in the Community which
results in their being known and written about. But let us never forget the men and
women who in the quiet and unseen often unrecognised places, hold the Community
before God in their prayers. Their part in the unfolding story of God's purposes for
the Community cannot be easily known or told but nevertheless is cause for much
thanksgiving.

As is common to many movements of the Spirit there is usually to be found the place
of the pray-ers and intercessors who have been seeking God and supporting his people
in the quiet of their own hearts and homes.

To them / you and to the Lord whom you seek - thank you and pray on!




Peter Sutcliffe and Roy

Page 7

Developments in the USA

It was a joy and thrill to welcome Ken and Nancy Bergstrom from Wisconsin to
the Nether Springs in September. They met some of the leadership team and
stayed on for a Community Weekend. Nancy, with the help of Ken, is going to
work with our Companions and Friends in America in
overseeing the communications of the Community in the
States.

These are important days for the Community in America
and Trevor and Freda Miller are travelling out to spend a
week in October to be with friends old and new and
together with them discern ways forward in the transition
and development of Community across the Atlantic.

LZ@Q On Fire - Harrogate

Friday and Saturday, 14" and 15" November

A Community team will be leading worship and speaking at some of the sessions
in Harrogate. Why not come along? For further information and booking form
contact the Community Office or email mission@northumbriacommunity.org.

“May the peace of the Lord Christ....”

Gordon and Margaret Joice accompanied Roy Searle when he spoke at the
Bradford Diocesan Clergy Conference in Lancaster last month. It was their
great delight to meet up with several friends of the Community and in
particular meet Peter Sutcliffe, who was the writer and creator of the
blessing, ‘Peter’s song for Marygate’ which is of course the blessing at the end
of our Morning Office. Peter is now an Anglican Priest in Yeadon, Yorkshire
and it was a privilege and joy to share with him how his blessing, which he gave
the Community, has been and continues to be a blessing to thousands who use
and receive it.

lona Retreat -
Saturday 1°¢ €to Thursday, 6 *» November, 2003

Why not join us at Bishops House on lona for
a Community retreat looking at Dietrich
Bonhoeffer and the renewal of the

church - as well as lots of time to be alone
and together. We have a two more spaces
available than previously envisaged and it
would be good to have you join us. For
further details contact the Community
Office ASAP.
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HOW THEN
SHALL WE LIVE
..experiences

of a dispersed

Community.

CoA N A D A

Alone-Together
Diane Sekuloff of Abbotsford, Canada, writes

‘But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through
the blood of Christ.’ Eph 2:13

What does it mean to live a life of vulnerability and availability from afar, as opposed
to, from nearby? My experience in living in the UK tells me that many people there
have quite a different idea of what afar really means. As the Community encompasses
more and more people who live on other continents though, I am sure that 1 am not
alone in considering what it is to journey as part of, and yet far from it.

When 1 first came back to Canada, after living in Tyne on Wear for a year, 1 asked
myself, and Roy, what the experience of the Community meant in this different
context. This is a rich country, and a young country. 1 had to ask what relevance the
ideas of rebuilding holy places had in a nation whose history barely scratches the
surface, by comparison, at 136 years of age. There are lots of Christian communities
around North America - what makes the Northumbria Community so different that it
makes some difference in my life to travel alongside them, as opposed to anyone else,
anywhere else? Ultimately, I had to answer those questions starting from the
relevance the Community had had for me, and would continue to have, as 1 sought to live
a Gospel life in some authentic ways.

Mostly, it was just a matter of getting on with it, and the answers to some of these
questions get answered in the unfolding of time and events. There were dear friends
who asked questions, in the natural sharing of our lives, about how to keep a daily
discipline of prayer and scripture - especially on those dark cold winter mornings on the
prairies, when one’s bed seems so much more inviting than a quiet time in the cold living
room! There were several with whom 1 shared the helpfulness of CDP as a meaningful
place from which to start praying, at whatever time of day. There were friends who
discovered CDP and made contact with me to tell me about this wonderful resource they
had found. Mistakenly, I thought, for about two years, that perhaps God would draw a
Community Group around my area to encourage and challenge one another. I was

wrong - and remarked, as yet another friend moved away from here to Edmonton, where
several of them seemed to be congregating, that ‘Alone - Together’' for me seemed to
mean that people became encouraged and connected with the Community and got
together in Edmonton, leaving me alone in Abbotsford!

My eyes gradually have been opened to a deeper ethos of the Community however, as |
realized that the people 1 was together with, were a mixed bag of sojourners - some
Christian, and others not - but there are always people seeking to live more fully, and
more authentically in response to God, or Life, in some way. The call to be available and
vulnerable has become more meaningful to me as I have let go and sought to see as God
sees, a loved, desirable person in each one 1 meet.

The production of the CD for the offices was a great boon to me. It creates a sense of
being with Community members in prayer, even when I am alone. It also has allowed me
to share more of the ethos of the Community through dance, and through leading
retreats and workshops - inevitably, it is something about those old prayers that speaks
deeply to the hearts of other seeking souls, and sharing Jesus with them, and some of
the resources of the Community becomes a part of their journey as well.
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My Anglican parish decided to do a new church plant in our city. 1t was with joy that I recognized in the mission
statement of ‘sharing the signs and story of the Gospel with fellow sojourners’ something familiar that rang true
from my experience with the Community. It is helpful to know that we aren’t the only ones who are trying to live
church without walls, but that even in our own generation, there are those who have gone before us, and shown us at
least a part of the way. In that way, the friendships I have with many in the Community have been a signpost and an
encouragement in sharing the vision with others, especially through some difficult months in the life of the church.
We have been encouraged by the faithfulness of others in the Community, to continue to seek God's face, and to
follow Him, and trust that He will use us, in our frailty — and in our mess!

As for rebuilding the holy places, my eyes were opened to a history that long preceded the establishment of Canada
as a country - to the holy spaces of the first peoples of our land - and the reality of their spiritual legacy. 1 have
discovered that there is much in their cultural history that speaks of the journey to live in relationship with the
creator. When Christianity first was brought to this country, there were many groups who recognized in the story of
Jesus the fulfilment of their own story, and embraced the Gospel
wholeheartedly. While in every place we deal with powers and principalities,
there are many sacred places here that pre-date the arrival of white men to
these shores. 1 discovered one of them this summer on the far west coast of
Canada, in the Pacific Rim National Park. | had needed a retreat, and had the
freedom to take part of my holiday alone, so decided to spend a week on the
coast. I camped on the land, and found my ‘Inner and Outer Farnes’ in the rocks
and tide pools off shore. It was a time of wonder to remain on these rocks as
the tide came in and left me available only to God. Since it was in July, as the
readings were leading me through the City without a Church - there was a sudden
light go on for me about what it is to just believe that God loves me, and in that context, give all that I am and have
to creating the kingdom of God on earth as in heaven. It was greatly refreshing, and inspiring.

The gift of email has also allowed for relationships to continue, even when separated by half the
earth. Itis a gift to be connected by prayer with others walking our common journey of faith.
Often it strikes me as an ordained act to say Compline late at night, realizing that those rising in
the UK are just saying Morning Prayers, and somehow, the full circle of our prayers, from near
and afar, encircles the earth with God's presence in a mysterious way. This is even fuller as 1
consider Miriam and others in Australia, another third of the way around the globe, also
encompassing our small corner of creation in prayer.

I thank God for the companionship of like-minded friends, even from afar, in the journey to our
real home in heaven - and look forward to the day when we are truly all together in the Kingdom!

Seek the Silenars

1y Nt

SEEK THE SILENCES with Thomas Merton.

Reflections on Identity, Community and Transformative Action by Charles R. Ringma
SPCK (£9.99) I1SBN 0-281-05604-8 :
Reviewer: Trevor Miller Lo
I approached this book with great excitement and anticipation for two reasons; the first that 1 am an

avid fan of all things Merton and secondly 1 had read previous and similar books by this author (who is e
Professor of Mission and Evangelism at the renowned Regent College in Vancouver), on both Henri

Nouwen and Jacques Ellul: both of which had proved equally challenging and enriching. This book exceeded all
expectations and I cannot recommend it enough. There are 230 pages packed with teaching of rare spiritual depth
that makes this an absolute goldmine of insight and wisdom. This is not another collection of quotes from Merton,
rather Ringma’'s own reflections on an incredible range of subjects linked to Being, Being and Transcendence, Being
With, Being Against, Being For, Being and Hope all enhanced by Merton's thinking as a ‘conversational partner’ on
these subjects but powerfully applied to contemporary living through personal story and spiritual insight. The often
neglected truth that mission comes out of contemplation is a primary theme as the links between identity; Community
and transformative action are explored. These are outlined as the ‘interrelated themes’ of “who I am before God; who
I join with in Community, and the way in which 1 engage the world in loving service and prophetic challenge.” A book to
be prayed through, reflected on and used as a major resource for preaching and teaching but most of all for living
the spiritual life.

H
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CLOISTERS AND THE COMMUNITY

lan Corsie

Many readers of Caim may not be aware of the history of the Community's trading
company, Cloisters, and its relationship with the Community as a whole. 1 hope this
article will help fill in some gaps - and also provide useful information for prayer
about its future.

The Community’s first foray into trading was a bold one, taken on for all the right
reasons - but it proved a nightmare! When the Nether Springs was getting
established in its mother house at Hetton Hall and folk were being drawn to north
Northumberland to be part of it, there was a need to provide employment and to ‘put
food on the table.” The opportunity for the Community to have its own equivalent of
the Desert Fathers' ‘basket making’ activity came with the offer to purchase a
caramel cake-making business. This was duly established in a factory unit in Wooler
and ‘Cuthbert Cake’' was born - jolly good it was too! But good intentions are not
enough on their own for good business and the enterprise became a huge drain on the
Community - instead of a support. The decision to close it down was taken in 1998,
and, thanks to the huge generosity of one Community Companion, its debts were
cleared.

But from the ashes of Cuthbert Cake rose a new Northumbria Community Trading
Ltd - Cloisters. This time it was to be mainly a mail order company selling the
Community’s own creative products. It is a properly constituted limited company with
15 £1 shares owned by the current four Board members (Roy Searle as Chairman,
representing the Community leadership, has a majority shareholding, but he is
obliged to relinquish this if he steps down from leadership); no dividends are paid
and all profit is passed to the Community Trust in one form or another.

Cloisters was very fortunate that it was able to start out with an established list of
products donated to it: Nancy Hammond's calligraphic cards. From this core in 1999,
the list has been expanded by the Community’s own book and music publishing
activities (Celtic Daily Prayer, Celtic Daily Readings, Waymarks, Blessings, etc);
by selling the fruits of the creative gifts of others in the Community (e.g. Joan
Boston's stained glass, Pam French’s artwork, Nick and Anita Haigh's CDs); and by a
mail order book selection of titles relevant to Community, spirituality and
storytelling. The mail order business is of course supplemented by sales at the Hall
and through other bookstalls.

Cloisters’ turnover for the past two years has been in excess of £50,000. It has
provided employment for one person (Brenda Grace) at Hetton Hall and, apart from
contributing to the running costs of the Hall, was able to make a substantial donation
last year to Community funds. Moreover, all the
copyrights are in the name of the Community Trust, so
all royalties go direct to the Community; since Celtic
Daily Prayerwas first

published by HarperCollins the Trust has earned over
£30,000 in this way.

So much for the past and present: what of the future
for Cloisters? As part of the current Community
transition process, Cloisters is envisioned to be a vital




part of the Community's future, acting as a channel for
communication and teaching, nurturing the creative talents within
the Community and providing a marketing outlet for them, and
earning income for the Trust in wider ways. As part of this, a new
series of Community booklets called How then shall we live? will
be launched shortly (see separate article).

The past 5 years have been ones of establishment and foundation-

building for Cloisters. We believe that now is the time for new
blood, new people, new ideas and new creativity - especially to link into a new
generation of Christians who are excited by what the Community
stands for, but are not necessarily attracted to the way we have
become used to presenting ourselves. IT any of this excites you
enough to say that you want to be a part of it (do you have
creative, management or marketing skills and gifts?) then we would
love to hear from you. And, in any case, we would love to think you
are praying for us.

‘HOW THEN SHALL WE LIVE? BOOKLETS

Watch out for a new series of A5 Community booklets to be published by Cloisters
which will be launched, hopefully, at the end of October. The series is primarily
intended to be an exploration, by leaders, Companions and Friends in the Community of
our response to the key question: ‘How then shall we live?' The first booklet in the
series will be by Trevor Miller and is about the Heretical Imperative - it is a reworking
of the talks on the subject he gave at last year's Easter Workshop. The booklets are
intended to be ‘torches in the darkness’ and not ‘tablets of stone’; more ‘work in
progress’ than a definitive exposition of Community thinking; and provocative rather
than prescriptive.

The series also provides a framework for making relevant out-of-print texts in the
public domain available to the Community. One of the first titles will be Henry
Drummond's The City Without a Church- from which the July readings of the Finan
series in Celtic Daily Prayer are extracted. This classic text, so relevant to the
Community’s teaching on ‘church without walls’ was published in 1894 by a man who made
a great impact in his own times, and whose writing is still fresh for us today.

A further use of the series will be for publishing new and existing liturgies. So among
the first titles will be the Complines (replacing the existing booklet — hopefully in a
larger print format so it is easier to read by candlelight!) and the ‘Follow the Example’
liturgies on pages 144 to 203 of Celtic Daily Prayer.

Soulfriends

In order to understand practically what might happen in a one-to-one relationship similar to
soulfriendship, Amund Karner would like people to contact him, who have experience of one-to-one
meetings where confidentiality and perhaps prayer for the other are significant elements.

Then, in turn, contact will be made so as to hear something of the experience
of such relationships. v

\

Please contact Amund directly on 01561 361729 or Amund.Karner@dnv.com




Many thanks to our friends
Barbara & Brendon, and
Ed & Sarah, who
responded to last issue’s
request for a vehicle for
use at the Nether Springs.

The Finance Office at the
Nether Springs would like to
thank everyone who has
contributed to the ongoing
work of the Community this
past year. The financial year
ended at the end of
September, and it seems that
the books have just about
balanced. This is cause for
thanksgiving given the set-
backs we have experienced
this year in relation to
unrealised promised funding
and loss of revenue from being
unable to gift-aid donations
for accommodation at the
Nether Springs as in previous
years. As reported elsewhere
there are scary days ahead
and the issues of ownership,
belonging and Community will
be needed perhaps as never
before in this important area
of finance.

In€ercessonrs

I you wish to know more about
how you can be part of this vital
ministry, please telephone:-
Norma Wise of Newton
Aycliffe on: 01325 312930.

Book Amnesty
Recent checks reveal that a
surprising number of books have been
taken from the library at the Nether
Springs, often without being properly
“booked out”. This includes books from
the reference section, which should not
be removed from the
library. If you have any of these, their
return would be gratefully received.

Renovare Confer ences —
Bradford Cathedral —

21% and 22™ November
Southampton —

28" and 29" November

Do join Roy Searle, Jeff and Jill
Sutheran, Nick and Anita Haigh, Colin
Symes and others from the
Community at one of the Renovare
Conferences in November. Roy will
be teaching and leading the
Conference with his friend Richard
Foster together with Joyce Huggett,
Chris Webb, James Catford and
Elohor Knowles.

Friend s Together - Roy Searle & Richard Foster

For further information and booking
forms contact the Community Office

ASAP or email:
gayle-anne.drury@northumbriacomunity.org.
We look forward to seeing you there.

Community Gathering in

Exeter - Saturday October 18"
Do join us for the day. For
further details contact Elizabeth
Webb: Poustinia, 1 Barley Villas,
Redhills, Exeter, EX4 1SX.
Telephone 01392 436722

Community
Groups
I you would like more
information about Community

Groups; please contact:
Norma Charlton at

84, Kells Lane, Low Fell,
Gateshead NE9 5XY

norma.charlton@northumbriacommunity.org

Issue 27
Winter 2003
The copy date
for this edition is
15th December 2003.




